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Lost:

The reenacting season that 
n e v e r  w a s ;  2 0 2 0 !

R e c r u i t i n g 
c o n t i n u e s , 
s o m e t i m e s  b y 
a c c i d e n t ! 

Although it 
probably seems 
an odd time to 
start writing 
another edition 
of the Toccoa 
Times, seeing 
as the season 
died before it 
started! Today 
is in fact the 
Saturday we 
should be at 
Bodyr... 
Boydrid... 
Bydrudde... in 
Wales. As you 
all may have 
noticed we’re 
not, this Covid 
19 has almost 
stopped the 
world from 
turning on its 
axises. Leaving 
us all desperate 
to get out as a 
unit once 
again. 
However, for 
most of us this 
is a time to 
catch up on all 
those odd little 
jobs that we 
never get 
round to, 
sewing of 
patches on 
shirts, painting 
helmets and 
xing items 
that were 
ideally xed 

Despite the season 
being a op so far, 
recruits are all sitting 
on the sidelines like 
the rest of us waiting 
to come and meet us 
all for the rst time 
and get stuck in. Most 
of them have the 
minimum kit 
requirements of their 
M42 jump suits (a 
good chat in the 
recruit F/B chat was 
all about how to age 
and simulate wear and 
tear. A couple of the 
uniforms look 
amazing!), helmets 
and boots. A couple of 
them have a whole 
assortment of other 
really useful items like 
a huge collection of 
deactivated weapons 
and a recent addition 
to the recruits even 
owns a Willys Jeep. So 
even the vehicles that 
can be displayed is 
growing. 
I have started to 
included the recruits 
on the website in the 
rosta page, recruits 
will always have the 
rank of recruit until 

could also put it on 
your phone, 
depending on the size 
it turns out to be! Its 
all text, so it should 
keep it down to a 
minimum.

I would love to be in a 
position to give you 
some positive news on 
when the season may 
actually start, but 
sadly nobody knows. 
More and more shows 
are slowly throwing in 
the towel and being 
force to cancel. 
Interesting that the 
money grabbing 
****heads who run 
the War and Peace 
show are actually still 
planning on going 
ahead! They seem to 
have the attitude that 
money comes before 
everything else, but 
that’s not really news 
is it. They’ve always 
been like that since 
Rex Cadman passed 
the baton. Hopefully 
they don’t go ahead 
for the sake of the 
public as the loyal 
followers of the show 
still ock like sheep, 
handing over a stack 
of notes to get in to a 
show that is long since 
its prime... what a 
shame about that once 
amazing show. 

WINNERS of last 
edition crossword
is L&D Waldron

last season. 
The biggest 
danger, aside 
from the 
pandemic of 
course, is that 
it gives us too 
much time to 
look at more 
things to buy. 
Needless to say 
I have been 
stocking piling 
things that I 
think might be 
useful for the 
groups displays 
and new 
members 
coming in, as 
well as stocking 
up on things 
like rank 
insignia for 
when we need 
it. Down time 
at what was 
joking 
described as 
the 502nd 
Press Ofce 
has consisted 
of lots of work 
plodding along 
behind the 
scenes as 
normal. The 
group manual 
is over 200 
pages and at a 
guess is around 
60% complete! 
This will 
contain 

everything 
you’ll ever want 
to know about 
its relevant to 
our units inside 
the ETO 
Alliance. It will 
included how 
the groups 
function, group 
rules, how your 
expected to 
conduct 
yourselves, 
your 
appearance, 
your kit as well 
as an in depth 
library of 
information on 
individual 
components of 
equipment, 
uniform, 
webbing and 
weapons. 
Including that 
of the enemy, 
where would be 
relevant to the 
average GI that 
would come 
across them. 
This is planned 
to be put on a 
tablet in pdf 
format and can 
use used at 
shows to answer 
those awkward 
questions that 
the public 
sometimes ask! 
As its a .pdf you 

full membership is 
obtained. Then they 
get the glorious rank 
of Pvt, unless in the 
3rd Auxiliary Surgical 
Group, as the 
minimum rank for a 
Nurse was a 2nd Lt. 

Despite it looking like 
I’m doing a great job 
recruiting, I’ll let you 
into a secret, out of 
the 6. 2 found me on 
Ebay... (yes, I know 
how odd that sounds, 
but its just the way I 
do things), 1 was 
recruited by another 
recruit! 3 of them I 
have know for a while 
and come from the 
Extreme Relic Hunters 
group I have been 

running for years. All 
the US Army eld 
manuals always have 
the name ‘Extreme 
Relic Hunters’ 
Hidden somewhere 
inside it. Everyone 
who has one, see if 
you can nd it! 
Winner will be 
revealed next issue.

As well as the 
standard infantry 
load out that we need 
to bulk our ranks, 
Recruit Brown, will 
become our Bazooka-
man, with Recruit 
Murray will be his 
No.2. There are some 
interesting blank 
ring bazookas on the 
market that they are 
looking into, although 
these companies seem 
not to want to answer 
any questions! Really 
helpful. I’m sure 
we’ve all seen the 
photos before of the 
101st trooper in the 
doorway of the C47 
with the bazooka. 

Reenacting Season - 
if found please return 
to the ETO Alliance.



A l l  c h a n g e ;  r a n k 
a l t e r a t i o n s

Free FM 21-100 for all 
e n l i s t e d  t r o o p e r s

Answers to last editions 
c r o s s w o r d

Despite the 
misleading 
title, not 
every ones 
ranks are 
being 
changed, but 
the title 
“some 
changes” 
didn’t have 
the same ring 
to it. To bring 
the group 
into the 
realms of 
believability, 
most of the 
ofcers have 
reduced there 
rank to a 
rank either 
betting their 
role or to a 
rank that is 
actually seen 
in the eld 
and would see 
combat. The 
following 
people have 
already 

As well as having an 
item to use as a 
pocket, pack or 
footlocker ller, 
these FM 21-100's 
were the new 
recruits most 
essential source of 
information. These 
manuals gave the 
new recruits who 
wanted to try and 
get a foot ahead of 
the training a 
chance to do so. It 
also served as a 
great reference 
book for all the new 
recruit would want 
to look up. 
Originals are not 
that hard to come 
by, but with the 
reproductions I 
have been making, 
the rst pages for 
your personal 
information can and 

ACROSS

2Enbloc
4Lillyman
6Kriegsmarine

14armour piercing

1anti

16footlocker

9Pathnders
12Tellermine

17maewest

20Eureka

18Dration
19doughboy

changed their 
ranks.
Major 
Waldron, D 
has gone 
down to 
Captain. Note 
the Captain 
was the 
highest rank 
of any 
Pathnder. 
Captain 
Waldron, M 
has gone 
down to 2nd 
Lt. The 
correct rank 
for all 
Nurses. 1st Lt 
Miles, A has 
also gone to 
2nd Lt, 
Nurse. Major 
McCarten, C 
has gone 
down to a 1st 
Lt which 
brings her 
inline with 
the Senoir 
Nurse who 

would have 
been in eld 
still, instead 
of in less of a 
hands on 
medical role 
behind the 
scenes and 
miles from the 
front lines. 
Lt Waldron, L 
has demoted 
herself to 
Technician 
3rd Grade, 
1st Lt Lovett, 
J is now a 2nd 
Lt. As the 
kitchen is a 
Women’s 
Army Corps 
unit primarily 
it will have a 
mixture of 
ranks from 
Pvt to 2nd Lt. 
Obviously not 
many ofcers 
over the rank 
of 2nf Lt 
would actually 
be doing 

15Utah
13musette

7Calais

DOWN

10corcorans

1Aclass

21Strike

3Waffenfarb
5eightysecond

8Shoemine

11pluto

should be lled out. 
Something that isn’t 
really an option with 
an original copy. 
These new manuals 
can also be taken 
into the eld and it 
doesn’t matter if 
they get bashed 
about, they are 
easily replaceable. 
This was one of the 
main reasons for 
them being 
reprinted in the rst 
place. Not only the 
FM 21-100 Basic 
Soldiers Field 
Manual, but all sorts 
of other manuals 
have and are going 
to be reproduced. 
These prove to be 
as valuable as 
source of 
information to the 
intended soldiers 
then as they are for 

us reenactors now. 
Of course nobody 
expects you to study 
and learn every 
minute detail, but 
even a ick through 
now and again and 
you’ll be surprised 
what great tips and 
snippets you’ll pick 
up. Sorry ofcers, 
you’re not getting a 
free copy. I would 
like to think you 
would know the 
sorts of things in a 
book covering the 
basics of being a 
soldier and it would 
look a little odd if 
the public was to see 
you looking through 
it. There will be 
more ofcer 
‘friendly’ manuals 
later on. 
cont. 
next page

much cooking, most 
like running the 
mess halls.

I too bumped 
myself down a rank, 
from 1st Lt, to 2nd 
Lt. I couldn’t every 
well suggest it for 
others and not 
follow suit myself. 
Although I still 
agree with Mon, the 
silver bars do look 
better... however, it 
is about being 
historically correct 
for what we tell the 
public we are, 
having a good ratio 
of enlistedmen to 
ofcers and being 
believable. After all, 
having this 
imaginary rank 
actually means 
nothing in the 
grander scheme of 
things. It’s just 
meaningless bling! 



Trouble maker!

Submi s s i on s . . . 
S t i l l  Wa n t e d !

HELP NEEDED!

Espire-de-corps

I know a few 
of you are 
probably 
thinking that 
I am trying to 
change 
everything, 
cause trouble 
and am 
probably 
sticking my 
nose into 
places that it 
probably 
doesn’t 
belong. 
You’re 
probably 
right at times, 
however it is 
in my nature 
to just get on 
and do things. 
Someone has 
too or things 
stagnate, the 
group is too 
important to 
us all to sit 
and stagnate. 
We have such 
a solid 
foundation of 
amazing 

cont from previous page
I can already here the Nurses and WAC’s 
from here! What about us they say... don’t 
worry, there are medical FM & TM’s in 
the list of things for me to create. I will 
look after you all, don’t fret!

I know when I look 
at that 101st patch 
on my shoulder, I 
feel a certain 
attachment and am 
proud to wear it. 
Even if I purchased 
it and it wasn’t 
issued to me. 
Almost all members 
of which ever unit 
they portray 
develop a strong 
fondness for that 
particular unit, 
rivalries ever air 
up between similar 
groups. Typical 
example is the 82nd 
and 101st. We don’t 
really wear much 
that distinguishes 
our exact units. 
Although this was 
solved for the 3rd 
Auxiliary Surgical 
Group with the next 
patches. However 
for us Paratroopers, 
we get the 101st 
patch but nothing 
to say we are 
502nd. Wearing the 
huge roundal patch 
that is usually seen 
on the leather 
jackets was never 
worn on the M42's, 
however some were 
worn on M41s as I 

Hmmmmm... 
so not a 
single person 
wants to help 
contribute. If 
I was French, 
I mean a 
deafest I 
might throw 
in the towel 

This of 
course I feel 
will fall on 
deaf ears; or 
eyes? as its in 
text. What 
ever the case, 
I nd my self 
being buried 
under a 
whole list of 
work to do 
with the 
group and I 
could do with 
some help. 
Some of it is 
simple, some 
of it isn’t so 
simple. 
However 
almost all of 
it is IT based. 
Available 
roles are as 
follows.

1/ Website 
Proof 
Reader. I 
write at 
100mph and 

and 
surrender. 
Luckily for 
you all, I’m 
not, in fact 
the opposite, 
I’m a 
stubborn git! 
This will be a 
useful 

newsletter, it 
will contain 
things from 
other people 
and not just 
the crazy 
rambling 
from my own 
wandering 
mind. 

people that 
we have the 
basis for one 
of the top 
groups and 
we are on the 
right path, 
however I 
can’t walk it 
for everyone. 
I can point to 
it, I can tell 
you what I 
think  is best, 
I can try and 
do everything 
behind the 
scenes that I 
can do, but I 
can’t do 
everything on 
my own. 

Please note, I 
am not telling 
anyone to 
‘do’ anything, 
everything I 
suggest is to 
help 
individuals 
give the best 

impression of 
what they are 
representing. 
You can turn 
up in PJ’s as 
long as you 
don’t then tell 
people your 
commander 
and Chief of 
the Navy and 
this is what 
he wore.
By all means 
ignore 
everything I 
say, I can’t 
make you do 
anything and 
neither will I 
try, so feel 
free to ignore 
my every 
word. These 
Paratroopers 
considered 
themselves 
the best, lets 
try and give 
them the 
level of detail 
that they 
deserve. 

2/ Manual 
Researcher. 
The group 
manual is 
designed to 
have 
everything in 
it possible. 
Lots of 
sections I 
haven’t even 
started and if 
you can use a 
laptop, use 
Google and 

make more 
grammar 
mistakes in an 
hour than 
most make in 
a lifetime. 
This is 
nothing more 
than making a 
list of my 
many 
mistakes and 
letting me 
know, I will 
them correct 
them. Simple!

can copy and 
paste then its 
a start!

3/ FM / TM 
Graphics 
Editor. More 
technical 
than most 
roles, but 
nothing that 
involves 
being a 
genius. After 
all I do it!

4/ Website 
Content 
Creator. 
Our website, 
the 502 
sections is 
getting more 
and more 
hits, we need 
to keep 
putting 
content up. 
Write it, steal 
it, plagiarise 
it or what 
ever!

posted on the F/B 
group. So what can 
be worn to tell the 
public we’re 502. 
For enlisted men it 
was quite 
customary to wear  
your units DI on 
the side of your 
garrison cap. Sadly 
for ofcers this just 
isn’t a realistic 
option, with the 
Blue Parachute 
patch and the 
metal rank insignia 
too, it would start 
looking like you 
had a Christmas 
Tree on your head 
if we added 
anything else. 
Luckily for us, 
Soldier of Fortune 
do the ‘STRIKE’ 
DI with a pin back 
fastener, ideal for 
the garrison cap. 
The round bar DI 
with the bat was 
sadly only made 
either very late in 
the war or only 
made post war. 
However during 
the war it did still 
appear on 
letterheads, 
envelopes, signs 
etc. 
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